
West Suffolk Local Plan  
Preferred Options Part Two – Non – Strategic Options 

 

This document sets out more detailed policies for specific areas and types of development.  This part 
of the plan will include policies to be used in day-to-day decision making.   Below are the policies 
most relevant to rural communities with little or small amounts of development. 
 

NSP01 – Housing Settlement Boundaries (P9) 
 

 
NSP02 Development in the Countryside (P10 – 11) 
This policy sets out what development is acceptable in the countryside. 
 

 

NSP03 – Masterplans (P12 – 14) 
This policy sets out the circumstances where masterplans will be required and the key issues which 
are to be addressed.   Masterplans provide developers and the local community with certainty, 
enabling the right development in the right place and enabling a faster consenting process with less 
dissent. 
 

 



NSP04 – Development Briefs (P15 – 16) 
This policy sets out the circumstances when a development brief might be required and the key 
issues which are to be addressed.   Masterplans provide developers and the local community with 
certainty, enabling the right development in the right place and enabling a faster consenting process 
with less dissent. 
 

**NSP05 – well designed places** (P17 – 18) 
The purpose of this policy is to be an overarching local design policy to ensure that all developments 
adhere to good design principles. 
 

 
NSP06 – Climate change (P19 – 21) 
The purpose of this policy is to help address climate change, contribute to the circular economy and 
to guide sustainable design and construction. 
 

This policy will require all new development (Including extensions to buildings) to mitigate and adapt 
to climate change.  Proposals will be required to demonstrate how they minimise energy and 
resource consumption through construction, design and layout. 
 

NSP07 – Renewable and low carbon energy (P22 - 24) 
The purpose of this policy is to encourage and guide proposals for renewable and low carbon energy 
generating and storage assets and distribution networks.  This can include new solar farms, battery 
storage and anaerobic digestion plants. 
 

NSP08 Infrastructure services and telecom development (P25 – 26) 
The purpose of this policy is to guide proposals for infrastructure services and telecommunications 
development for example mobile phone masts. These should be designed and sited to minimise 
intrusion and visual impact. 



 

NSP09 – Broadband (P27 – 28) 
The purpose of this policy is to require new development to be compatible with local fibre and other 
ultrafast high speed broadband infrastructure where appropriate.  This will be demonstrated with a 
connectivity statement submitted with planning applications where appropriate. 

 
 

NSP10 – Rights of way (P29) 
The purpose of this policy is to safeguard and enhance public rights of way for pedestrian, cyclist, 
byways or horse rider use. 
 

 
NSP11 – Transport assessment and travel plans (P30) 

 
 
 
 
 



NSP12 Active and sustainable travel (P31 – 32) 

 
 

NSP13 – Parking standards (P33) 
The purpose of this policy is to make sufficient provision for parking (whilst reducing over reliance on 
cars) and providing sufficient electric vehicle charging points. 
 

NSP14 – Waste (P34-35) 
The purpose of this policy is to ensure the safe and efficient collection of waste from developments 
as part of a positive approach to urban design. 
 

NSP15 – Biodiversity and geodiversity (P36 – 37) 
The purpose of this policy is to protect, restore and enhance biodiversity and geodiversity. The policy 
seeks to reverse the decline of biodiversity. 
 

 
 

NSP16 – Protected Species (P38) 
The purpose of this policy it to set out how the Council will consider the protection of species on 
development sites. 
 

 
NSP17 – Trees (P39) 
The purpose of this policy is to retain existing trees and encourage new or replacement planting 
where possible. 



 

 
 

NSP18 – Landscape (P40 – 41) 
The purpose of this policy is to protect and enhance the diverse landscape of the district. 
 

 
 

NSP19 – Protecting and enhancing natural resources, minimising pollution and safeguarding from 
hazards (P42) 
The purpose of this policy is to require all developments to minimise all emissions and forms of 
pollution, to ensure the protection of and no deterioration to air and water quality. 
 

NSP20 – flood risk and sustainable drainage (P43 – 44) 
The purpose of this policy is to guide flood risk and sustainable urban development, setting out when 
development may be permitted in addition to methods to reduce flood risk. 
 

NSP21- Water quality and resources (P45 – 46) 
The purpose of this policy is to improve water quality and manage the use of water resources by 
ensuring all development proposals suitably manage and reuse surface and wastewater. 
 

NSP22 – listed buildings (P47 – 48) 
The purpose of this policy is to set out how proposals to alter, extend or change the use of listed 
buildings, or development that affect their setting will be assessed. 



 

Policy Parameters  
 

 
 

NSP23 – Non designated heritage assets, local heritage assets and buildings protected by article 4 
directions - (P49 – 50) 
The purpose of this policy is to set out how proposals to demolish, extend or alter non designated 
heritage assets, local heritage assets and buildings protected by article 4 directions will be assessed. 
 

NSP24 – new uses for historic buildings (P51 – 52) 
The purpose of this policy is to set out how proposals to alter a historic building will be assessed. 
 

NSP25 – Conservation Areas (P53 – 55) 
 The purpose of this policy is to set out how proposals for development within or in the setting of a 
Conservation Area will be assessed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Policy parameters 
 

 

 

 
NSP26 – Development affecting parks and gardens of special historic or design interest (P56 – 57) 
This policy aims to ensure that development proposals are not harmful to the character of any park 
or garden of historic or design interest or within its wider setting. 
 

 
 



NSP27 – Archaeology (P58 – 59) 
The purpose of this policy is to set out how proposals that may affect sites of known or potential 
archaeological importance or interest will be addressed. 
 

NSP28 – Enabling development (P60 – 61) 
The purpose of this policy is to set out the exceptional circumstances where permission may be 
granted for development, which would otherwise not be acceptable, in order to secure the 
conservation of a listed building or other historical asset. 
 

NSP29 – Affordable housing (P62 – 64) 
The purpose of this policy is to address the affordable housing needs of West Suffolk. 
 

Policy parameters 
 

 

 
 

 
 

NSP30 – Housing type and tenure (P65 – 66) 
The purpose of this policy is to ensure that all new residential development provides the appropriate 
type and size of new homes to meet the current and future predicted housing requirements of the 
communities in West Suffolk. 



 

 
 

NSP31 – Custom and self-build (P67 – 68) 
The purpose of this policy is to take a positive approach to custom and self-build (which contribute to 
the local housing mix. 
NSP32 – Housing in the countryside (P69 – 70) 
The purpose of this policy is to support limited residential development in small cohesive groups of 
dwellings without development boundaries, in order to enhance or maintain the vitality of West 
Suffolk’s rural communities. 
 

 
 



NSP33 – Special Housing Need (P71 – 72) 
The purpose of this policy is to support the delivery of accommodation for the growing elderly 
population and those with special housing needs in Suffolk. 
 

Policy Parameters 

 

 
NSP34 – Alterations and extensions to dwellings including self-contained annexes (P73) 
The purpose of this policy is to permit extensions and alterations to dwellings and ancillary 
development within their curtilage. 
 

 
 

NSP35 – Extensions to domestic gardens in the countryside (P74) 
The purpose of this policy is to protect the character and appearance of the countryside from 
unsuitable development, comprising enlarging residential gardens and/or curtilages. 
 



 
NSP36 – Agricultural and essential workers dwellings (P75) 
The purpose of this policy is to permit new dwellings in the countryside for a rural worker where it is 
related to a rural enterprise. These rural enterprises include farming, forestry and equine. 
 

 
 

NSP37 – Use of redundant buildings in the countryside (P76) 
The purpose of this policy is to protect the countryside from unsustainable development and permit 
the conversion of redundant buildings in the countryside, subject to satisfying appropriate criteria. 
 



 
 

NSP38 – Rural Exception Sites (P77 – 78) 
The purpose of this policy is to support the provision of affordable housing in villages and 
settlements where other policies in this plan would normally restrict housing development. 
 

 
 



 
NSP39 – Provision for gypsies and travellers (P79 – 80) 
The purpose of this policy is to address the accommodation needs of gypsies and travellers and 
travelling show people in West Suffolk, set out requirements regarding the location and design of 
sites and criteria against which planning applications will be assessed. 
 

NSP40 – Open space, natural and semi-green space, sport, play and recreation facilities (P81 – 83) 
The purpose of this policy is to support the provision and expansion of open space, natural and semi-
green space, sport or recreation facilities subject to compliance with other policies. 
 

NSP41 – Community facilities and services (P84 – 85) 
The purpose of this policy is to protect and enhance community services and facilities.  The 
community facilities and services include pubs, post offices, schools, healthcare facilities, community 
centres, village halls, allotments and sports facilities. 
 

NSP42 – Leisure and cultural facilities (P86) 
The purpose of this policy is to permit new leisure and cultural facilities or improvements and 
extensions to existing facilities. 
 

NSP43 – allotments (P86) 
The purpose of this policy is to protect and safeguard existing allotments and ensure the provision of 
allotments as part of certain developments. 
 

NSP44- Safeguarding employment (P88 – 90) 
The purpose of this policy is to protect employment land and businesses. 
 

NSP45 – Proposals for main town centres (P91 – 93) 
The purpose of this policy is to protect and enhance the Local Planning Authority’s town centres as 
defined on policies maps, in order to create vibrant town centres to support the local economy. 
 

NSP46 – Local centres (P94 – 95) 
The purpose of this policy is to protect new and existing local centres defined in part three of the 
Local Plan and on the policies map.  Local centres comprise a variety of uses which include 
community centre, shop, takeaway facility and post offices. 
 

NSP47- Street trading and street cafes (P96) 
The purpose of this policy is to support proposals for street trading and street cafes in designated 
primary shopping areas and town centres as defined on policies maps. 
 

NSP48 – Public realm improvements (P97) 
The purpose of this policy is to create attractive and welcoming public realm areas to encourage 
visitors, the use of sustainable transport and areas that can be used for a range of community events 
and purposes. 
 

NSP49 – Shop fronts and advertisements (P98) 
The purpose of this policy is to require proposals for works to shop fronts or the provision of 
advertisements to preserve and enhance the premises or location they relate to. 
 

NSP50 – Ancillary retail uses (P99) 
The purpose of this policy is to allow the provision of ancillary retail uses attached to certain uses. 
 

NSP51 – Farm diversification (P100) 
The purpose of this policy is to permit proposals for farm diversification, in order to support the 
viability of existing farm businesses. 
 



 
 

NSP52 – Reuse or replacement of buildings in the countryside (P101 – 102) 
allow for the conversion and reuse of buildings in areas designated as countryside to be permitted 
for set uses subject to satisfying appropriate criteria. 
 



 
NSP53 – Tourism development (P103) 
The purpose of this policy is to permit proposals for tourism development, which includes overnight 
visitor accommodation such as hotels, Airbnb, bed and breakfast and holiday lodges, as well as 
extensions to existing facilities. 
 

 
NSP54 – Business and domestic equine (P104) 
The purpose of this policy is to allow proposals for business and domestic equestrian related 
development in the countryside.   
 



 
 

NSP55 – Horse racing industry (P105 – 106) 
The purpose of this policy is to support proposals for new development related to the Horse Racing 
Industry (HRI). 
 

 
 

NSP56 – Development affecting the horse racing industry (P107 – 108) 
The purpose of this policy is to protect existing horse racing industry (HRI) uses from adverse impacts 
of development proposals. 
 



 
 

NSP57 – Redevelopment of existing sites relating to the horse racing industry (P109 - 110) 
The purpose of this policy is to support proposals for the change of use of racehorse training yards, 
stud farms, horse training grounds and other horse related uses, to other horse racing industry uses, 
if satisfactory evidence is provided that the specific benefit to the HRI of the proposal, outweighs the 
loss of the existing use. 
 

NSP58 – Horse walks (P111 – 112) 
The purpose of this policy is to support the retention and improvement of the existing horse walk 
network in Newmarket and Exning. 
 

 


