District Councillor Report for Stansfield Parish Council – 
22nd November 2022


Housing Needs Survey
I am pleased to learn that CAS have finally refunded the monies for the aborted Housing Needs Survey. I can confirm that you have until the end of the Financial Year to use the monies which can only be used to fund works relating to housing, be that another HNS with a different provider or a Neighbourhood Plan etc. If you decide not to pursue research into housing then the monies must be returned to West Suffolk Council. I understand that the Locality Officer has been in communication with the Chair of the Parish on this matter.

Planning
I been notified of the following planning application:

DC/22/1974/FUL – Conversion of agricultural barn into C3 dwelling with single storey extension.

Cost of Living Crisis
There are a number of initiatives being run in Suffolk to support anyone who is struggling. Please, if you need help, get in touch with the Parish Council or myself and we will ensure you are put into contact with the correct organisation for ongoing support. There is a leaflet attached to this email which can be forwarded to anyone who would like a copy. The Parish Council also has a hard copy.

Avian Flu
I recently circulated a notice concerning what to do if you find a bird you suspect could have died from Avian Flu. This leaflet has been sent to the Parish but again, should anyone wish to have a copy, an electronic version is attached.

Message from the Leader of West Suffolk Council

As part of the Autumn Budget Statement the Government has committed to agreeing a truly historic deal for Suffolk – the first County Deal of its kind in the Country. We welcome this deal in principle and it represents a significant step on our county’s journey towards devolution and more control over our own futures.

As you know Suffolk was chosen by the Government as one of nine areas across the Country to have been given the opportunity of negotiating a new County Deal. This is part of the national levelling up agenda and involves Suffolk’s County (who are leading on this) District and Borough Councils in partnership.

Things remain at the provisional scale, and we await further detail following very considerable work and negotiation already. This provisional deal however would deliver decades of significant additional investment into local priorities that will improve the lives and outcomes of West Suffolk’s and the County’s residents. It would help boost the growth of the local economy and secure greater decision-making powers around transport, infrastructure, and skills; and give the powers we need locally to achieve our net zero ambitions and create the Greenest County.

Parish and Town Council Forum
I recently took part in the annual meeting of Parish and Town Councils with West Suffolk Council and Suffolk Association of Local Councils. This was a very useful meeting because of the topics on the agenda. We looked at the forthcoming changes to the way national and local elections are conducted, some of which will come into force for the forthcoming District Council elections on 4th May 2023.

We also discussed the Cost of Living and Winter pressures on communities as well as highlighting the need for parishes to have a Community Emergency Response prepared. Having attended an Emergency Response Training session at the Council earlier this year I would really like to encourage the parish to commit to producing their own or, if one exists, to reviewing it. Please do not hesitate to contact me if you think I might be able to help.


Sarah Pugh
Councillor for Whepstead and Wickhambrook Ward
