
Stansfield Parish Council 

DRAFT:  Minutes  of the Annual Parish Meeting 

30 May 2023 Stansfield Village Hall 7 pm 

Present:  Eight electors, of whom four were parish councillors, and Cllr Bobby Bennett, Suffolk 

County Council.                                                                                                                                                                 

Chair:  Rex Barnes, Chair of Stansfield Parish Council.                                                                                        

As there was no clerk present Cllr. Pat Barnes took the meeting notes. 

1.Apologies :                                                                                                                                                         

Cllr. Sarah Pugh, West Suffolk Council; Stansfield Parish Cllrs: Keith Spillett, Justin Ball and Andrew 

Pallett:  Locum Clerk, David Lines.                                                                                                                         

The Chairman welcomed Bobby Bennett and the electors to the meeting, and encouraged 

contributions to discussion by all present. It was decided he should send a letter to Cllr Sarah Pugh 

wishing her well after her road accident.  

2. Annual Reports                                                                                                                                                   

a)  A report was presented by the representative councillor on Suffolk County Council which will be 

placed on the website alongside the minutes of this meeting. Cllr Bennett explained how our Council 

Taxes were used and said she was pleased to report that our roads were now in much better 

condition than previously.  She advocated the use of the Highways Reporting Tool to report any 

problems.  The SCC Highways team who had dealt with a fallen tree outside the Village Hall earlier 

that afternoon were praised for their efficient, prompt and courteous work.                                            

A report is expected from our West Suffolk Council representative which will be included on the 

website. 

b) A report on the past years’ many events and activities, in what was described as a more normal 

and goodyear following the end of Covid restrictions,  was presented by the Chairman of Stansfield 

Village Hall Committee and is included on the website. 

3.  Minutes of Parish Meetings in 2022.                                                                                                                    

i) Annual Parish Meeting on 16 May 2022.  These minutes were voted and signed as correct.  A 

statement by a resident about the Housing Needs Survey which was requested to be included with 

these minutes will be placed on the website. 

ii) Parish Meeting on 18 July 2022.  These minutes were voted and signed as correct with the 

inclusion of the following sentence: “A resident said that accurate and informative minutes are 

important as some residents rely on them to keep abreast of village and Parish Council affairs, 

especially those who cannot or do not attend meetings.” 

iii) Parish Meeting 14 November 2022.  Two choices were given for the minutes of this meeting.  

Those minutes as currently on the website; and secondly those written by the elector who had at the 

meeting been voted to write the minutes.  The vote was for the latter, and so those were signed. 

4. Chairman’s Report                                                                                                                                                                    

As Cllr Barnes had been in the role for less than two weeks, he could not make a full report, except to 

say that the Parish Council now had a full complement of seven members and would be working 

hard for the village and the residents in the coming year.   The previous Chair of the Parish Council 

had given a report on the past year’s activities at the PC meeting on 17 May.                                                                         



The importance of putting all the councillors’ contact details on the Noticeboard as well as on the 

parish council’s website was stressed by an elector, and this was agreed would be done as soon as 

possible once the dedicated email addresses had been allocated. 

5.  Stansfield Parish Council Financial Report.                                                                                                

Cllr Barnes said this was not yet finalised and work on it, by the Locum Clerk, was expected to be 

complete by the next Parish Council Meeting on June 19.  That report would be published and placed 

in the Parish Meeting section of the website as well as in the Parish Council minutes.   

6.  Community Engagement Working Party.                                                                                                    

Cllr Barnes stressed the importance of this initiative as Parish Councillors were keen to act as 

representatives of residents and therefore needed to understand their views and concerns.  He read 

out a Notice which will be placed on the village noticeboard and on the website inviting electors to 

join the working party.   Several residents  gave their names at the October 2022 Parish Council 

Meeting.                                                                                                                                                                              

The Community Engagement Project is in two parts:                                                                                     

a) The drafting of a CE policy for the Parish Council setting out how and when residents wish their 

views to be gathered.                                                                                                                                       

b)Various methods and events to get residents talking about village issues and passing their views 

and concerns to the parish council for them to work on.  The coffee caravan which visits Stansfield 

every month was said to be one very useful occasion and it is envisaged that this might provide light 

soup and sandwich type lunches during the winter months.  

7.  Stansfield Good Neighbour Scheme.  

This scheme which would provide  a one stop shop for people to seek assistance in the village was in 

process of being set up.  Exactly what assistance could be provided was being discussed but would 

include both practical duties like collecting shopping, small household tasks for those who had no 

transport or had a medical condition, as well as befriending to anyone who wanted company.              

A question was posed by an elector:  Would there be an attempt to ascertain the need for this 

scheme in Stansfield?  Cllr Pat Barnes, who is leading this initiative, replied that anyone at anytime 

could have an unforseen need.   She reported that the Inaugural Meeting for the GNS was to be 

held in the Village Hall on June 27 at 7.30pm., and anyone interested would be welcome to attend.   

8. Speed Monitoring in the Village. 

Concern was expressed about the speed of some vehicles in the village, especially down Plough Hill. 

It was explained that the flashing speed indicator sign was being placed in the village periodically,  as 

that was a more effective deterrent than having it sited there permanently.  It was also decided to 

contact the Police Community  Officer to ask about the feasibility of setting up a Speed Watch ….a 

team of volunteers to operate a speed gun.  Doubts were expressed though, if there was a suitable 

safe site in the village for such a gun. 

9.  Other Village Issues                               None were raised.   

The meeting closed at 8.23pm. 

PMB 1st June 2023 

 

Signed:                                                                                          Date: 



 

 


